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oner torturings began. Kipling's "Female of the Species" contains
the following couplet:

When Jesuit fathers preached the word to Hurons and Choctaws,
They prayed to be delivered from the vengeance of the squaws.

If the operation was not universally performed on all German
males, sterilizing a sufficient number of German women would of
course be a more certain means of reducing the future number of
Germans than the mutilation of many German men. Mutilation is
certainly less drastic than killing. Moreover, sterilization of the
"unfit" is a "progressive" or at any rate novel moral idea recently
enacted into law .in certain American states and in National Social-
ist Germany itself. Still, it seems certain such a policy, like that of
wholesale killing, could not be enforced on a great scale even if
ordered. It is mentioned here only because it is significant of the
way the world seems to be going that such a thing is even discussed.
Another means of destroying much of the future of the German
people without either wholesale killing or mutilation is the Soviet
proposal to work large numbers of German men in convict gangs
for many years to repair and rebuild the damage caused by the
present war. In support of this idea certain Soviet citizens have been
quoted as saying that prolonged and very hard work is good for
people. Under convict conditions, on the other hand, it seldom
seems to produce a marked uplifting effect. A somewhat more con-
vincing argument in favor of such convict gangs is that under
national socialism the Germans themselves used this method or
something very like it in order to reduce the future strength of
neighboring nations. It has been charged that French prisoners of
war in Germany were intentionally infected with various diseases.
What truth, if any, there may be in these charges seems impossible
to determine. Be that as it may, should Germans who have not
been individually convicted of any crime be sent into prolonged
forced kbor service, then we should at least call such compulsion by
its name, which, is slavery. Now, slavery is morally less extreme than
mutilation, just as mutilation is less extreme than killing. The slave
can always hope for freedom. It is also true that the world has al-
ready moved a long way in the direction of slavery via state serfdom
under the name of "welfare legislation," as Befloc noted in his